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LIBERAL ADULT EDUCATION

For over a hundred years Swedish people have on
their own premises gathered to study, attend lectu-
res, participate in cultural projects ete. In this way
people have met each other — and continue ro meet
each other — to Jearn more, to increase their opportu-
nities to influence their own situation and to influen-
ce and change conditions in society.

Government-supported liberal adult education is
offered by study associations, which organize study
circles and various cultural activities, and by the folk
high schools with both long-term and short-term
courses and cultural activiries.

A large part of liberal adult education, both within
study associations and in folk high schools, is orga-
nized in cooperation with popular movements and
other organizations which are members of study
associations or are responsible for folk high schools.

A certain democratic culture of dialog has been
developed within liberal adult education. This
means, among other things, tolerance for different
opinions, and respect for arguments based on fact
and for decisions taken. This is also the basis for
internal work at study circles and courses, where
participants have great influence in shaping and plan-
ning the course.

Liberal adult education is largely financed by the
state, counties and municipalities. The government
grants to educational associations and folk high
schools are distributed by the Swedish National
Council of Adult Education.

Beside more traditional activities like study circles,
the study associations and folk high schools also run
other programs commissioned by the government,
local authorities or by organizations.

The Swedish Navonal Cauncil of Aduit Education



A SHORT HISTORY
The history of modern liberal adule education in

Sweden commenced in the 19th century when the
first folk high schools, libraries and lecture asso-
ciations were founded, study circles started, and
magazines and hooks on current issues were
published. The different educational movements
developed alongside and in cooperation with the
new popular movements.

The first folk high schools were founded as
carly as in 1868, and the first study associations in
the beginning of the zoth century.

Berween the wars liberal adult education deve-
loped further with more folk high schools and
study associations being founded.

The well-known concept "free and voluntary®
was coined by the 1944 liberal adult education
report. The report emphasized “democratic nus-
ture”, which narurally was of highest concern
during the growth of totalitarian movements
during the 20th century and during the wars.

During the second part of the zoth century
liberal adult education expanded, while the
government and parliament at the same time
changed the conditions for grants for high
schools and educational associations. The latest
great change was in 1991 with a new Decree on
Government Subsidy for liberal adult education
(see below), which meant that government-sup-
ported liberal adult education became defined by
objectives instead of rules.




DISTRIBUTION OF

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES IN 2003

The distribution of government subsidies for liberal
adult education by the Swedish National Council for

Adult Education in 2003:

Purpose

Study associations

General subsidy

The Swedish National Federation
of Study Associations

Folk High Schools

General subsidy

Special education effort

Further training for folk high school
personnel

The Information Service

of the Folk High Schools

The Swedish National Council
of Adult Education

TOTAL

Special subsidies

SEK

1280 633 000
1275 433 000
5 200 000
1222 105 C00
930 377 000
285 143 000
840 000

5 745 Q00

16 550 000

2 519 288 Q00

120 000 000

to the folk high schools for giving courses
to people who have been unemployed for

a long period.

The Swedish National Council of Adult Education



STUDY ASSOCIATIONS

Today there are ten study associations receiving
government grants (see page 9). Each study associa-
tion has 4 more or less marked profile depending on
which popular movements/arganizatioos are mem-
bers in the association.

Altogether the ten study associations have aver
250 member organizations. The study associations
also have central cooperation ageeements with
another So-plus organizations and cooperate locally
with a number of different associations.

The study circle is the most common form of acti-
vity characterizing the study associations, The study
circles offer different subjects according to the
wishes of the participants etc. Every year about
320000 circles are organized all over the country.
(Since many people participate in more than one cir-
¢le per year the real number of participants is estima-
ted to between one and a half million o rweo milli-
on.)

Cultural programs of different kinds constitute
the second largest area of activity of the study asso-
ciations, Over 200000 programs are arranged every
year with around 15 2d0 oco visitors/participants,

During 2002 the ten study associations organized
more thah §6 ooo arrangements with more than
fon coe participants within the field called other libe-
ral adulr education activiries.

Each study association consists of a number of
units (local departments) och local offices, in total
more than 5o9. These organize the study circles; cul-
tural programs, other liberal adulr education activiti-
es ete — partly foranyvone interested, partly for mem-
bers of each study association’s member organiza-
LDons,

The Swiechst Natieoa! Cauneil of Aguls Educanion



DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS
IN THE STUDY CIRCLES

Esthetic subjects constituted almost half of the study
circle activities in 2002, according to the number of
study hours, There were only minor changes compa-
red to the previous year.

The total number of study hours were 1 3412000
in 2002, equivalent to ca 31700 study circles.

- Behavioral science, arts (8,7 %)

. Languages (6,3 %)

- Mathematics and natural science (5,1 %)

| Esthetic subjects (50,4 %)

| Civics and information (17,4 %)

Other subjeces (12,1 %)

Thee Swesdish Nztional Coutell of Adijlt Education
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10 STUDY ASSOCIATIONS

ABF (Workers’ Education Association)  o8-613 soco

Folkuniversitetet (Folk University) c8-679 29 50
NBYV (The Educational Association

of the Sobriety Movement) o8-6726100
Sensus studieforbund (Sensus Study

Assoctation) of-727 1750
Sisu Idrottsutbildarna (Swedish Sport Conf. Adult

Education Association) 08-60§ 6200
Studiefraimjandet (The Study Promotion

Association) of-§4¢ 70700
Studieférbundet Bilda (The Educational

Assoctation Bilda) oB-72717.10
Studieforbundet Medborgarskolan (The Citizens’

Adult Education Association) c18-695 00
Studieférbundet Vuxenskolan (Adult Education

Association) o8-587 686 00
TBV (The Educational Association

of Professional Employces) 08-782 9300

.S;dy circle hours
through the general government grant:

Fiscal year General Number om

subsidy study hours
1998 1 140 299 500 12 458 081
1999 1 182 397 100 12 852 823
2000 1 197 684 000 13 181 992
2001 1214791 000 13 239 372
2002 1 245 859 000 13412 984

Note. Besides the study circle activities, the study
associations arrange cultural programs and other
activities.

The Swedish National Council of Adult Education



FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS

Altogether there are 147 folk high schools around
the country today. The folk high school is a school
for adults with a lowest age limit of 18 years for the
general courses, The schools give priority to appli-
cants with little schooling.

The folk high school is free to shape its courses
according to the special interests and profile of the
school, thereby giving the students great opportuni-
ties for influencing the direction and contents of the
courses in accordance with earlier knowledge,
interests, and needs.

Characteristic of the education is theme studies
and projects. In these the social and work experien-
ces of the participants are a great resource.

The folk high schools give courses at different
levels and with different aims, The long-term courses
last from ane semester up to one or several years, All
education is free of charge and governmenr grants
can be applied for.

The general course, which qualifies a person for
university studies, is an important part of the educa-
tional system, and is available at all folk high
schools. Each semester there are more than 18000
students enrolled in the general course.

The folk high schools also offer specialized cour-
ses, ¢.g. in music, media, arts and handicraft, theater
and languages, in which a greater part of the time is
devoted to the special area of one's choice. Some of
these courses are vocational: recreation leader, drama
teacher, journalist, cantor etc. The number of partici-
pants in the special courses is about 11 ao0,

Also the folk high schools have about 8a ceo stu-
dents taking part in short-term courses of different
kinds cach semester.

The Swisdish National Coungl of Adult Educetion
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A PRESENTATION OF
WORKERS * EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION




Sweden’s Largest Adult

Education Organisation

Arbetarnas Bildningsférbund - ABF (the Workers’
Educational Association) is the oldest and lar-
gest voluntary adult education organisation in
Sweden, and has branches all over the country.
It was founded in 1912, and has worked for the
rights of everyone to have access to culture and
knowledge. ABF consists of 55 member organi-
sations, many of whom, as the name implies,
having a connection with the Labour movement.

The study circle is at the core of ABF’s activities.
This is where its democratic ideas can come to
fruition, when it is at its best. The idea of a study
circle is that all members are equal, which also
means that all participants are equally valued,
regardless of background. All members can con-
tribute to the advancement of every study circle
meeting, since the strength of the study circle
lies in each individual member’s unique experi-
ences of life.

Every year a million of Sweden’s 8.5 million
population are involved in an ABF study circle.
More than half of those who join study circles
belong to one of ABF’s member organisations,
for example a trade union, an ethnic organisa-
tion or an association for disabled people. As
well as study circles ABF offers a wide variety of
cultural programmes; far more than 2.5 million
people annually attend ABF concerts, poetry
readings, theatre performances, debates and
similar events.



How do you shape your mouth to pronounce a vowel? Learning a new
language, or learning about equality, makes it easier fo change one's
own situation.

Championing the cause of the least
fortunate

ABF stands for Arbetarnas Bildningsforbund (the Workers’
Educational Association), and its focus on social class is no
less important today than it was when the association was
started in 1912. That's why we want to give the most to those
who have received the least. ABF is a politically independent
organisation, but we share the values of the labour move-
ment.

Democracy, diversity, justice and equality are the founda-
tions of ABF's operations. Qur goal is for people to study
together and form an opinioen on key social issues. Everyone
should have the opportunity to gain the knowledge to influence
their own situations, and to be able ro influence local and
global developments. Starting a study circle is an easy way to
get together for learning purposes. It's cheap and requires no
previous knowledge. Organisations that aim to effect change
are in constant need of new knowledge, inspiration and met-
hods to know what path to take.






